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No. 24 OF 1927. 

T o P R O V I D E F O R A N E X C I S E D t T T Y ON M A T C H E S . 

R O N A L D STORRS.] [November 14, 1927. 

B E it enacted :— 

Short title. 

Imposition 
of excise 
duty. 

1. This Law may be cited as the Matches Excise Law, 
1927. 

2. An excise du ty a t the following rates shall be paid 
in the manner hereinafter prescribed upon matches manu
factured and sold in Cyprus :— 

(a) For every gross of boxes 
of matches not exceeding 
10,000 matches . . . . 2s. and 6cp. 

(b) For every gross of boxes of 
matches exceeding 10,000 
matches I 2s. and 6cp. for every 

10,000 matches. 
Provided t h a t for the first year of the establishment of 

any factory the excise du ty shall be 2s. and not 2s. Gap. as 
aforesaid. 

Licence to 3.—(1) No person shall establish a factory for the manu-
matehes*"16 facture of matches unless he has obtained a licence in the 

prescribed form from the Comptroller of Customs and 
Excise. 

(2) The fee to be paid for a licence shall be one pound. 
(3) A licence shall expire on the 31st day of December 

of each year, and shall qe renewable annually. 
(4) The owner of the, factory shall provide suitable 

office accommodation within the factory for an officer 
appointed by the Comptroller of Customs and Excise, who 
shall at any time have free access to the factory, 

4. All material for the manufacture of matches, other 
than t imber, shall be allowed entry to the factory free of 
import duty . 

\ 

5.—(1) No matches shall bp removed from any factory 
except subject to the provisions of this section, unless 
they are removed for the purpose of immediate export 
from Cyprus, 

Materials, 
other than 
timber, for 
manufacture 
of matches 
shall be free 
of import 
duty. 
Manu
factured 
matches to 
be delivered 
on condi
tions. 
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(2) The matches shall be enclosed in a container of a 
character to be prescribed by regulations made under 
this Law. 

(3) Every container shall have affixed a label on which 
shall be printed the name of the manufacturer, and it shall 
be fastened by a banderolle. 

(4) The manufacturer shall keep registers and render 
returns in the prescribed form and manner. Every such 
register shall be kept in the factor}'· and shall be at all 
times accessible,to an officer appointed by the Comptroller 
of Customs and Excise. The manufacturer shall not cancel 
or obliterate any part of the register or make any alteration 
in any entry except for the correction of any error, and 
after obtaining the sanction of such officer. 

6. Banderolles representing the amount of excise duty Banderoiies 
shall be delivered to the manufacturer on payment of tha t rePresonting r J excise duty 
amount. to be 

supplied. 
7.—\l) Matches may be issued out of the factory for Procedure 

export free of excise duty. Before any matches are ""matches, 
removed from a factory for export, the exporter shall give 
such security as the Comptroller of Customs and Excise 
may require, tha t the matches will be exported ; and shall 
produce the packages of matches to an officer of Customs 
at the port or place of export. The Comptroller of Customs 
and Excise may require the exporter to produce, within 
a period prescribed, a certificate of the due arrival and 
landing of the matches ; and if the exporter fails to produce 
such certificate he shall be liable to pay double the excise 
duty on the matches exported. / 

(2) The quanti ty of matches withdrawn at any time 
from the factory shall in no case be less than fifty gross of 
boxes. 

8. Any person who :— offences and 
J r penalties. 

(a) manufactures matches without a licence from the 
Comptroller of Customs and Excise ; 

(b) contravenes any of the terms and conditions of a 
licence issued under section 3 of this Law ; 

(c) being a licensed manufacturer, fails to keep 11;e 
registers and render the returns prescribed : or wilfully 
makes any false entries in such registers or returns 5 
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Power to 
compound. 

Reward to 
informers. 

(d) delivers matches from a factory which are not 
packed in containers and fastened by banderol les in the 
prescribed manner ; 

(e) removes or a t tempts to remove from a factory 
any matches on which du ty has not been paid ; 

(/) has in his possession unduty paid matches ; 
shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding one 
hundred pounds or to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding six months or to both such penalties. 

9. The Comptroller of Customs and Excise may compound 
for a pecuniary payment to be determined by him any 
offence or act committed or done or reasonably suspected 
of being committed or done in contravention of this Law. 

\ 
10. The Governor may offer a reward not exceeding 

one-half out of any fine or pecuniary composition to any 
officer or any other person by whose means the same is 
recovered. \ 

Power to 
Governor in 
Council to 
make 
Regulations. 

11. The Governor in "Council may by order make regu
lations :— 

(1) as to the registers to be kept and returns to be 
rendered by the manufacturer ; 

(2) as to the size and description of packets and 
containers of matches, and the number of matches or 
boxes contained therein ; 

(3) for regulating the management of match factories ; 
(4) to give effect to any other provisions of this Law. 

This Law was published in the Cyprus Gazette No. 1883 
of the 16th November, 1927. 


